THE ROYAL PLOT
House, in which he was but a newcomer. When the Duke
of Albemarle had refused to serve under the discredited
Feversham in the Army, Churchill had taken the vacant post.
It was not until the trial of Lord Delamere in January 1686
for complicity in Monmouth's rebellion that he was com-
pelled to set himself publicly in opposition to his master and
benefactor. The King named Judge Jeffreys Lord High
Steward, and Jeffreys appointed thirty peers as Triers. " All
the thirty," writes Macaulay,1
were in politics vehemently opposed to the prisoner. Fifteen of
them were colonels of regiments, and might be removed from
their lucrative commands at the pleasure of the King. . . .
Every Trier, beginning from the lowest, had to rise separately and
to give in his verdict, on his honour, before a great concourse.
That verdict, accompanied by his name, would go to every part
of the world, and would live in history.
Jeffreys, of course, acted like a prosecuting attorney rather
than a judge. The chief witness for the Crown was a pro-
fessional informer ; but Delamere was certainly a dangerous
Whig. The King took his seat in the House of Lords and
glowered upon the scene. The Triers withdrew and con-
sulted together for about half an hour. It fell to Churchill,
as junior Baron among them, to speak first. He stood up,
uncovered, and laying his hand upon his breast, answered,
" Not guilty, upon my honour 1 " 2 The whole thirty
peers followed him in acquittal. The King did not conceal
his annoyance. The failure of the Crown to convict Dela-
mere and the public relief which followed was the end of
the vengeance for Monmouth's rebellion.
Freeing himself from Parliamentary opposition by repeated
prorogations. King James proceeded throughout 1686 with
the relief of his fellow-religionists. First he desired to dis-
pense with the Test against Catholics in the Army. He con-
sulted his judges on the means of achieving this. " Can I,"
he asked Judge Jones, who had accompanied Jeffreys on his
campaign after Sedgernoor, " find twelve judges who will
uphold my power to dispense with the laws?" "Your
1 Htstoty, ii, 38.                                           2 State Trials, ii, 593.
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